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for every single red flag that that's true.

Q Ckay.
A | don't think it is.
Q And then the last set of material we've

mar ked as Exhibit 17, can you tell ne what those are?

A Exhibit 17 is a nunber of pages, 22 pages
to be specific, again, for Exhibit 17 that are diagrans
and graphi cs of exenplar vehicles and the danaged
vehicles involved in this matter.

Q M. Arndt, would it be easier for us to
mark those as separate pages, either by adding an
al phanuneri c designation or by sinply nunbering the
pages?

A Vell, | think that's very much dependent
on how we end up using themhere in the depo. M
suspicion is we probably will use them and it might be
a good idea to be nore specific about the nunbering.

Q Al right. | will do that, then

The next folder is Exhibit 4, which is

Dai m er Chrysl er Corporation Suppl enental Responses to
Request for Production of Docunments. Have you reviewed
the fol der?

A Not carefully.

Q kay. Then we nove to box number 2, which

i ndi cates that you have a copy of a Notice of
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Deposition, a subpoena to M. Stevens. Then there is a
file marked Affidavit, but there's an indication that

there aren't any in the file?

A That is correct.
Q kay. What is 177
A Just a monent, pl ease.

17 are newspaper stories or articles.
Q In file folder nunber 17, there is an
article fromthe Atlanta Journal Constitution on
Sunday, February 25, 2001, which includes a picture of

the scene taken from some sort of aerial point of view

as the fire was still burning?
A That is correct.
Q And it indicates that M. Stevens ordered

a copy of that or a reprint of that.

Do you know if that is in your file?

A | haven't seen it, but let's take a | ook
and see if it's in CD format on the --

MR. FRYHOFER: Ms. Lawrence says it canme
off the WBB video, that what he has cane off the W5B
vi deo.

THE WTNESS: No, | don't have it.

MB. ONENS: Okay.

THE W TNESS: Maybe | should put those

back in the file.
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M. OVNENS: Well, | want to see what they
are.

THE WTNESS: | know, but | was going to
get themin the right file jacket.

MS. OVENS: Okay.

THE WTNESS: |I'mjust trying to keep the
organi zation in place. It did cone out of file
j acket 21.
M5. OVNENS: Al right. Well, we're comning
up to 21.
Q BY M5. ONENS: W have in file 18 -- it

says Weat her Reports, but there's no indication that
it's actually in your file.

A That's correct.

Q 19 is the MWVMA data for the '91 Cherokee
the '88 Thunderbird, and '96 Canry?

A Correct.

Q 20 is entitled Parts Log Sheets, but
there's no indication there's actually anything in the
file?

A That's correct.

Q Ckay. 21 is videotapes, CDs, and ot her
medi a, and that's the one we were just |ooking at, |
bel i eve, correct?

A. That is correct.
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Q Al right. And there are five CDs in this

file, one of which is a CD from Georgi a Aerial Surveys?

A Yes.
Q Have you revi ewed that?
A We have a nunber of copies of that, and

have reviewed it on the screen, on electronic screen

Q Is it your understanding that the materia
on that CD was transferred to the CD which M. Stevens
made up and brought with himto his deposition

yest erday?

A You' d have to ook at the index to be
certain of that. | think he told me that the aerials
were there and he had rectified themall. So | assune
they're all there. | did not |ook specifically nyself.

Q Ckay. Then there is a CDthat says it is

SEFA phot ogr aphs nunbers 1 through 2227

A That's correct.
Q Are those those prints?
A Apparently, yes. | thought they were

taken by 35-m | lineter, but either we had them scanned
or we have a digital disc. I'ma little uncertain
ri ght now now that | see that note.

Q And there's also a disc or CD | abel ed SEFA
phot ographs 223 to 337?

A. That's correct.
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Q And then there's the disc that contains
t he scanned i mages of the Atlanta police photographs?
A That is correct.
Q Is that a duplicate of that CD which we
di scussed earlier?
A | don't know. We'd have to check it.
Q Ckay. And, lastly, there's a CD that says
Produced by Crash Test, Produced by Dai nl er Chrysler?
A Yes.
Q So you have -- are these the actua

reports versus the videos or filmns?

A | think they're photos. | didn't |ook at
that. | looked at all the videos --
Q kay. So you haven't |ooked at any of the

actual reports --

A -- whatever.

-- of the crash tests?

A Whatever are in the file I1've | ooked at in
terms of printed copy. There are some -- they may be
all sled tests, if | remenber correctly.

Q Al right. And in terms of the crash
tests, you have | ooked at the video but not the stil
phot ographs, if any?

A No. 1've only |ooked at the videos.

MS. OVENS: COkay. Well, what I'mgoing to
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do is I'mgoing to go ahead and mark three of these CDs
as exhibits. And I'mgoing to nark the CD that is
| abel ed SEFA digital photos 1 through 222 as
Exhibit 19, the CD that is |abel ed SEFA phot ographs 223
to 337 as 20.

(Exhibits Nos. 19 and 20 were marked for
pur poses of identification.)

M5. ONENS: Did | produce this on this
format for y'all, or --

MS. LAWRENCE: You produced it in that
format.

M5. ONENS: Then | don't need this
anynore, and |'m putting that back in your folder.

Q BY Ms. ONENS: Ckay. M. Arndt, we've

made significant progress here. Let's see if we can

get through the books of the Bible before we take a

br eak.
22, 23, 24, autopsy reports for Lynne,
Ni col e, and John Belli, correct?
A Yes.
Q Have you revi ewed those?
A Only very quickly.
Q kay. 25 indicates it is the title

hi story of the accident vehicle; is that correct?

A | don't recall whether it's title history
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or not. It's the title. It may be the history.
No, it's the only page, so | guess it's

just the title.

Q 26 indicates that it is a vehicle outline
on plastic?

A Yes.

Q And it's not in -- there's no file
nunmber 26 in here?

A No. It's in storage in our office

Q Ckay. |Is that a great big piece of

plastic that you put the vehicle on top of and traced?

A That's essentially -- that's the essence
of it, yes.
Q kay. And what use have you nmade of that?
VWell, inthe final -- it was an interim
step in assessing the damage. |In the final analysis,

we' ve ended up using the digitized information, so it's
redundant at this tinme.
Q Al right. Item27 is the deposition of

M. Brennan, correct?

A Yes.

Q And you reviewed that?

A Only briefly.

Q Anything in it you rely upon in support of

any of your opinions?
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A No.

Q File nunber 28 is a deposition of
Dr. Kiesel, the medical examiner. Have you reviewed
t hat ?

A I only went over it quickly. | reviewed
Joe Burton's depo, primarily.

Q Ckay. Anything in Dr. Kiesel's deposition
that you rely upon in support of any of your opinions?

A Not hing that | recall

Q kay. File folder 29 is Plaintiffs
Responses to Requests for Production

Have you revi ewed that?

A No.

Q 30 is, | believe, the deposition of
G |l berg. Have you reviewed that?

A Yes.

Q Anything in it you rely upon in support of
any of your opinions?

A No.

Q 31 is the deposition of Dr. Burton. Have
you reviewed that?

A | have.

Q Is there anything there that you rely upon
in support of any of your opinions?

A It's information. | didn't really use it
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for my opinions.

Q Ckay. What information did you find
significant?

A The nature of the internal burn injuries,
| think, are consistent with a very rapid fire in a

vehicle. To that extent | used it.

Q Ckay. Then we have a file nunber 32
which, | believe, is various materials related to Ron
Kirk?

A That is correct.

Q And we have two rolls of his photographs
of the scene, nunbers -- Roll A and Roll B

A Correct.

Q And then exhibits to his deposition

i ncluding Exhibits 5, 16, 26H, 15, and his deposition

itsel f?
A Yes.
Q And three sets of materials that were not,

apparently, nmarked as exhibits, or these are duplicate
copi es containing informati on regardi ng the Cherokee,
t he Thunderbird, and the Canry?

A That's correct.

Q kay. Have you reviewed M. Kirk's
deposi tion?

A. I have.
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Q And you' ve marked certain pages of it with

the yell ow stickies; is that correct?

A That's correct.
Q Are those the inmportant parts?
A Those are the parts that | thought

provi ded specific information about the accident, as

reviewed it.

Q Ckay.
A | should say as he reconstructed it.
Q Ckay. Now, in the back of the box in

unl abel ed fol ders are a series of Chrysler docunents,
and there is an index to these. Have you revi ewed
t hose docunents?

A | went over thembriefly.

Q Do any of them support -- do you rely upon
any of themto support any of your opinions in this
case?

A Provi de background information only.

M5. OVNENS: Al right. 1'mgoing to mark
the index as Exhibit 21 to your deposition

(Exhibit No. 21 was marked for purposes of
identification.)

Q BY M5. ONENS: Now, have we gone through
just about everything that there is to go through?

A | hope so. | believe we have.
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M5. OVNENS: COkay. Want to take a break?

THE W TNESS: Sounds like a good idea to

(A recess was taken from11:17 a. m
to 11:30 a.m)

M5. OVNENS: | went through and narked the
digitization diagrams as 17A through 17V, so each page
i s individually marked.

MR. FRYHOFER: Were there sone other ones
that were marked in a separate exhibit yesterday?

THE W TNESS: Yes.

MS. OVENS: There were. They were in the
working file -- investigative file of M. Stevens.

MR. FRYHOFER:  Ckay.

And let me also mention that the Aut oCAD
data of the exenplar and the crashed vehicles has been
produced to you on conpact disc so you can nake your
own di agrans from anything on there. And the
plaintiffs can take that data and nake other di agrans,
as well, aside fromthe ones that are printed. So
everybody has the sane data that they' re working from

MS. OVNENS: COkay.

Q BY M5. ONENS: M. Arndt, | nentioned sort
of at the beginning of this deposition that we have

been provided a supplenental interrogatory response
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where you were identified as an expert and certain
areas of testinmony that you woul d be expected to give

or outline. Do you recall that?

A | do.
Q And one of the -- one of the areas that
you were asked -- strike that.

One of the areas that it indicated that
you will testify about is other simlar incidents of
fuel tank failure and the notice those woul d have
provided to a reasonabl e autonotive manufacturer

Have you reviewed any material regarding
al | eged other simlar incidents?

A Not specifically. | only have somne
know edge of other accidents.

Q Ckay. Have you reviewed any material in
this case or produced in this case relating to Jeep

Cher okee accidents that you believe are sinilar to the

Bel i accident?
A Have | produced anything in this case?
Q No, sir. Let nme rephrase it.

Have you reviewed anything in this case
related to a Jeep Cherokee accident you believe is
simlar -- substantially simlar to the Belli accident?

A | don't think |I've reviewed any specific

accidents for this case.
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Q kay. And | think you indicated that you
had sone general know edge or understandi ng that woul d
relate to the topic that was described in the

interrogatory response?

A Yes.

Q Tell me what that would be, sir.

A Well, | have, over the years, exam ned a
nunber of accidents involving this vehicle -- or a

vehicle that is nade by Chrysler that has very sinilar
design features as this particular vehicle. And that's
what | would rely upon.

Q Do you have specific information regarding

those prior investigations, such as the vehicle type?

A I'd have to see if | could |locate that.

Q The acci dent date?

A Al'l of that information would have to be
defi ned.

Q The acci dent |ocation?

A Exactly.

Q Coul d you go back in your files and find
t hat ?

A It's possible.

Q Have you been asked to do that?

A | don't know that we've had any di scussion
about that.
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Q So would it be fair to say that, as of
today, you do not intend to testify regardi ng any
specific accident and the details of that accident as
being sinmlar or substantially simlar to this
acci dent ?

A I do not have any specific information
about any other accident in the file that I would
testify about.

Q And so, as of today, it is not your intent
to tal k about specific other accidents?

A O her than what's contained in ny genera
nmenory, ny general nenory of those accidents. But
not hi ng beyond that.

Q And | think you' ve indicated to ne, but |
want to be sure, that your menory will not allow you at
this point intime to testify regarding specific
details of those prior accidents?

A | can't do that.

Q kay. Have you done any testing for this
case, M. Arndt?

No.
Have you been asked to do any testing?
No.

Have you suggested any testing?

> O » O >

No.
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Q Have you reviewed any testing from any
ot her source that you rely on in this case?

A None ot her than that which has been
produced by Chrysler.

Q Ckay. What are your fees that you're

charging in this matter as of today?

A For general investigation
wor k/ consul tation, | charge $400 per hour. For
testinmony, either by deposition or trial, | charge

$500 an hour.
Q And how | ong has that been your rate -- or
your rates?
A It's hard to say. A couple years, nmaybe.
Q Do you have in front of you over there

Exhibit 4 from M. Stevens' deposition?

A | do.
Q And that's a police accident report file?
A Yes.
Q Do you have Exhibit -- what exhibit -- the

correspondence file is what exhibit?

A 21.

Q Ckay. Does that contain, insofar as you
know, all of the bills that have been charged by
SEFA -- strike that.

Does that contain, to your know edge, all
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of the invoices submtted by SEFA or any affiliated

person, such as M. MDowel |l ?

A This contains all of the invoices
submitted by SEFA. | don't believe that we billed on
behal f of M. MDowell. | believe that he submtted
his own bills, but -- usually, that's the way it is. |

didn't check the file to make sure that was the
situation here.

Q Ckay.

A And that is all that's in here as far as

i nvoi ces are concer ned.

Q Do you keep tinme records?
A Yes.
Q Are they included in that exhibit, or

el sewhere in your file today?

A Specific time records are not included in
the billing. It's only an aggregate of the tine.
Q How many prior occasi ons have you been

retained by the Butler firn®
A | can't say with certainty, but I've

worked with the Butler firma fair amount over the | ast

ten years.

Q Wuld it be nore than ten --

A Probably 12, now that | think about it.
The first case that | worked on, | think it was in
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1990.

Q And have the prior cases involved Genera
Mot ors pi ckup trucks?

A Quite a nunber of them have. The mgjority
of the cases have been associated with the Genera
Motors light truck fire issues.

Q The CK

A The CK truck, yes. There are sone
exceptions.

Q Do you recall what those other vehicles
wer e?

A This one, of course. There was a Butler

matter, Nel da Sue Butl er

Q That was a full-size van?
A Van.
That was -- there was a couple of others,

three, maybe four. A couple Ford fire cases, and --
And did you say "Ford"?
Yeah, Ford. Yes, Ford
And there may have been anot her Genera
Motors -- | think could have been the X Car case, fire.
They've all been fire-related cases. That's the best
of my menory.
Q Did any of the prior cases with the Butler

firminvolve a mdship tank design?
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